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Candle-Lighting Service 
Celebrant In the beginning was the Word- spoken and breathed, a promise made and kept. 
All Speak it loud and clear- God’s promise is true. 
Celebrant The Word was in the beginning, and through him all things come into being. 
All Eternal and near at hand, Already and not-yet, God’s promise is the 
 foundation of all life. 
Celebrant Do not hold back! Speak out, giving voice to God’s peace that passes all 
 understanding. 
~Candle is lit~ 

The Word of God                                                                           
Prelude-Veni Emmanuel- G. Krapf                                                    Wendi Gustafson- Organ 
Opening Hymn- Comfort, comfort ye my people (v. 1 congregation, v. 2 solo, v. 3 congregation) H67                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words and Music reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant     Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Kyrie                                                                              My Heart Sings Out 14 - BCP p. 356 

 

 

 

 
Words and Music reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 
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The Collect of the Day                                                                                      BCP p. 236 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

All are seated. 

The Lessons 
The First Lesson 
Reader   A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (40:1-11) 

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says your God. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins.” A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I 
cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the 
flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass 
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald 
of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the 
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  

The Psalm Appointed 
Reader The portion of the Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 85 verses 1, 2 and 8-13. Let 
us read in unison. 

You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, *  
  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.  

 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *  
  and blotted out all their sins.  
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I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, *  
  for he is speaking peace to his faithful people  
  and to those who turn their hearts to him.  

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *  
  that his glory may dwell in our land.  

Mercy and truth have met together; *  
  righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

Truth shall spring up from the earth, *  
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven.  

 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, *  
  and our land will yield its increase.  

Righteousness shall go before him, *  
  and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

The Epistle 
Reader  A reading from the Second letter of Peter (3:8-15a) 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done 
on it will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of 
persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening 
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, 
and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are 
waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish, and 
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us (v. 1)                                     Hymnal 61 

 



7 

 

 

Words reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 

All stand 
The Gospel 
  Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (1:1-8). 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
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The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the 
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people 
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Sermon                                                                                                  Fr. Stephen Shortess 

Nicene Creed                                                                                                      BCP p. 358 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through Him all things were made. 
  For us and our salvation 
    he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
    and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
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    and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

After the Creed: You may sit, kneel, or remain standing for the Prayers. 

The Prayers of the People: Form III    BCP. p 387 
Reader Father, we pray for the members of St. Nicholas, Spring Branch; Advent, Alice; for 

our Vestry and staff; and for your holy Catholic Church;  

People That we all may be one.    

Reader Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  

People That your Name may be glorified by all people.    

Reader We pray for Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury and his wife Caroline; for Michael our 
Presiding Bishop and his wife, Sharon; for David our bishop and his wife, Patti; for 
Stephen our rector and his wife, Jennifer; for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Reader We pray for Donald our President, Greg our Governor, Donna our Mayor, for the 
 Congress and Supreme Court of this nation, for all legislators and jurists in our 
  state, and all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  

People That there may be justice and peace on the earth.    

Reader Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

People That our works may find favor in your sight.    

Reader Have compassion on Whitney Morgan, Russel Gustafson, Carolyn Lehman, 
Elizabeth Walker, Ralph Boehnke, Mozzelle Dempster, Susan Neuman, Ardith 
Perry, Penny Sengler, Theresa Zapata, Jean Norris, and all those who suffer from 
any grief or trouble;  

People That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Reader Preserve those who travel, surround them with your loving care; protect them 
from every danger;   

People and bring them in safety to their journey’s end. 
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Reader Sanctify, O Lord, those whom you have called to the study and practice of the arts 
of healing, and to the prevention of disease and pain. Strengthen them by your life-
giving Spirit, 

People That by their ministries, the health of the community may be promoted and 
your creation glorified;  

Reader Give to the departed eternal rest;  

People Let light perpetual shine upon them.    

Reader We praise you for Blessed Andrew and all your saints who have entered into joy;  

People May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.    

Reader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   
For those who give their time to help with the Episcopal mission and ministry in 
Southeast Mexico. 
For all healthcare professionals and their families. 
For our armed forces and their families at home and abroad. 
For all who suffer from the effects of the novel coronavirus. 
For our friends and family who are homebound or residing in care and recovery 
facilities, especially: Kenneth Minter, Ann Benham, Audrey Herron, Betty 
Rainey, Judy McClendon, Patsy Creager, Ruth Burges, and Rose Foegelle. 

The People may add their own petitions.    
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Confession of Sin                                                                                             BCP p. 360 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Celebrant and People  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 



11 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
 Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

Announcements 

Birthdays & Anniversaries Prayers 

Birthdays 

Celebrant and People 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants Emily 
McCown, Brett McCown, Elizabeth Cortes, Linda Hannasch, Joyce Richey, Conner 
Sharp, Key Fouts, and Joanne Hunter as they begin another year. Grant that they 
may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the 
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Anniversaries 
Celebrant and People 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon 
your servants, Jack & Sandy Merrell, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each 
other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home 
may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
Offertory Anthem-Lo, He comes with Clouds Descending                               Leo Garcia- Soloist        
The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                
Eucharistic Prayer D                                                                                          BCP p. 372 
Sursum Corda-                                                                                         
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Ceelebrant It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are 
God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.  
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Celebrant Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them 
 with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
Celebrant Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, 
 beholding the glory of your presence, the offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
 them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and 
 glorify your Name, as we sing,  
Sanctus                                                                                  Hymnal S 129 

 
Music reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 

After the Sanctus: You may kneel or remain standing for the rest of the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Celebrant We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your 
wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, 
so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When 
our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In 
your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again 
you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 

Celebrant Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your 
only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as 
one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to 
prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. And, 
that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in  the world, and 
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.  
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Celebrant When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them 
he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Celebrant After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he  gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you  drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling 
Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to 
your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have 
given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People We praise you, we bless you, 
  we give thanks to you, 
  and we pray to you, Lord our God.  

Celebrant Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend 
upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for you 
holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one 
spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of you Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy 
catholic and apostolic church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard 
its faith, and preserve it in peace. And grant that we may find our inheritance  with St. 
Andrew and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in 
union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through 
Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant  And now as our Savior  
 Christ has taught us, 
 we are bold to say, 
Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
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    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread                                                                                     

The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Fraction Anthem                                                                             Hymnal S161 

 

Music reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net  

All baptized Christians of any tradition are welcome to receive Communion. If you are not baptized, we 
invite you to come forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest and the priest will 
know to give you a blessing. If you would like to be baptized, please speak with Fr. Stephen!  

 

Communion Hymn 1- O come, O come Emmanuel (v. 3&4)                                    Hymnal 56 
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Words reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 

Communion Hymn 2- O day of peace that dimly shines                                         Hymnal 597 
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Words reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 
Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                     BCP p. 365 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
All 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food  
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
Blessing 
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Postcommunion Hymn- Prepare the way, O Zion (1&3)                                        Hymnal 65 

 

Words reprinted under Copyright License # A-717117 provided by OneLicense.net 

Dismissal                                                                                                           BCP p. 366 
Celebrant Alleluia. Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

Postlude-Rejoice, Rejoice Believers- Swedish Folk Tune                           Wendi Gustafson- Organ 

 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Lou Dagel in thanksgiving for the 
birthdays of Nick Dagel and Dr. Gena D. Tabery; by Roger and Renee Cutcher  

in loving memory of H.E. Cutcher; and by Joyce Lee in loving memory of  
John Mitchell Willis, Jr. 
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Ministers in the Lord’s Service 
Celebrant- Fr. Stephen Shortess 

Lay Reader- Chuck Ingersoll 
Altar Guild- Mary Louise Donegan, Joyce Richey, Linda Lynn, Holly Modl 

Ushers- Bill & Robin Walker 

Offertory Tellers- Frank Galaway & Jim Anderson 

Musicians- Leo Garcia- Choir Director/Cantor 

Wendi Gustafson- Music Director/Organ 
Cameramen/Technicians- Aaryn Perry, Gil Merkle, Jack Merrell, Betty Anderson, 

Warren Wundt 
Sound- Jim Anderson 

 

Announcements 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend the first ever Honduras Night Under the Stars 
December 10th at the Stars & Stripes drive-in starting at 5 pm! There will be 3 raffle 

prizes, live music, a private screening of A Christmas Story, and Christmas cheer. All proceeds 
go to the Manos Scholarship Program to pay for the education of 70 underprivileged 

students in Danli, Honduras. Contact Henry Moore for raffle tickets or you can purchase 
them at the event. 

The Angel Tree is up in the Narthex. Contact Ellen Stone for more information. 

NEW 2021 FLOWER CALENDAR IN NARTHEX!- Do you have a special day you 
wish to remember:  an anniversary or birthday to celebrate, a loved one to honor, or an 

offering of thanksgiving for your many blessings? You may give the gift of altar flowers for 
worship by signing up on the new 2021 flower calendar in the narthex. Flowers are $50.00, 

with checks made payable to St. Andrew's (note flowers on the memo line). If you are 
worshipping at home but would still like to give the gift of altar flowers, please contact the 

church office and we will be happy to assist you.  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS- It has been St. Andrew's tradition to adorn our worship space 
with flowers and poinsettias. If you would like to give Christmas Flowers or Poinsettias in 

memory of or in thanksgiving for someone, please call Joyce Richey or the church office. 
There also will be forms available in the pews and in the narthex to fill out requesting 
flowers or poinsettias. Poinsettias are $10.00 a plant and donations towards the Christmas 

flowers are $25.00. All requests and monies need to be in the church office by 
Monday, December 21st. Thank you! 


